GSSR, 2008/2009 ACADEMIC YEAR – Proposal
SUGGESTED TOPICS FOR STUDYING 
FOR THE PHD EXAMINATION IN SOCIOLOGY

A. DEVELOPMENT OF THE DISCIPLINE
- Positivist sociology of August Comte. Social statics and social dynamics

- Jeffrey C. Alexander’s thesis about the centrality of the classics in contemporary sociology
- Karl Marx and his main contribution to sociological ideas. The role of social conflicts in explanation of social development. Historic notion of social class
- Classical evolutionism represented by Herbert Spencer vs. Marxian evolutionism. Similarities and differences
- Max Weber and his contribution to sociological ideas. Ideal types of bureaucracy. Three dimensions of social divisions. Verstehen
- Emil Durkheim and his contribution to sociological ideas. Mechanic and organic solidarity
- History of sociology in Europe and the United States. Similarities and differences

- Development of sociology in Poland before the Word War II. Main sociological centers and their leaders
- Specific development of sociology in Central and Eastern Europe.

- Periods of the development of sociology in Poland after the Word War II.

B. THEORY

- Theories of human behavior and social exchange. Gorge C. Homans. Peter M. Blau
- Rational choice theory. Mancur Olson. Michael Hechter. James S. Coleman’s rational choice perspective in economic sociology

- Sociobiology and evolutional social psychology. Biology and social sciences. Implications for research in sociology
- Linguistic structuralism. Claude Lévi-Stauss

- Symbolic interactionism and interaction theories. Herbert Blumer. Ervine Goffman.
- Functionalism and system theories. Functional analysis paradigm in sociology. Robert K. Merton. Talcott Parsons. 
- Conflict theories and the theories of power. Ralf Dahrendorf. Social functions of conflicts according to Lewis A. Coser. 

- Neoinstutionalism in sociology. Institutions as a form of capital. New institutionalism – organizational foundations of politics

- Theories of structuralist constructivism and the structuration theory. Pierre Bourdieu and distinction: classes and classifications. Anthony Giddens and his theory of structuration

- Theories of modernization and the world system. Modern world system according to Immanuel Wallerstein.

-Neo-marxism and post-marxism. Erik O. Wright and his theory of social classes.

- Phenomenological sociology. Alfred Schütz. Harlod Garfinkel. Thomas Luckman.
-Theory of communication activity, hermeneutics and discourse theory. Jürgen Habermas. 

- Historical sociology. Norbert Elias. Charles Tilly. Theda Skocpol.
C. METHODOLOGY
- Causality in social sciences. Causal models – examples. Sequencing of events. 

- Research problems and hypotheses. General form of a research hypothesis. Formulation of hypotheses H0 and H1
- Types of variables and levels of measurement. Variable operationalization

- The notion of indicator. Subject indicators vs. definition indicators. Stefan Nowak classification of indicators

- Relationship among (quantitative) variables. Correlation procedure. Regression and path analysis
- Analysis of variance. Sources of variance of the independent variable Y
- Measures of social inequality

- Experimental procedures in sociology. Experimental and quasi-experimental studies. Experiment post-factum
- Types of samples in statistical analysis. Random samples and their properties 
- Theoretical foundation of interviewing. Sources of biases in interviewing
- Unstructured interviews. Focus groups
- Levels of sociological analysis. The notion of ecological error. Emergent property 
- Cross-sectional data analysis vs. dynamic data analysis
- Content analysis. Quantitative methods of content analysis. Interpretation of the text.
D. SUBSTANTIVE TOPICS
- Culture as a determinant of a human being. Cultural relativism. Cultural diffusion. Cultural lag
- Types of socialization. Anticipatory socialization. Primary and secondary socialization. Re-socialization. 
- Conformism and deviation. Social control as a reaction to deviation.
- Intra-group structures. Sociometric structure. Primary and secondary groups. Reference groups. Role distance
- Three As: Accommodation, assimilation, and acculturation
- Basic institutions and their functions. Total institutions. 
- Local and territorial communities as middle-level structures. Localism vs. globalism
- Waves of national movements and the emergence of national states in the modern times. National and ethnic minorities. Theories of ethnic antagonism. Ethnocentrism
- Stratification concepts: Ascribed and achieved status. Status inconsistency. Differential worker. Underclass and social marginalization. Joblessness. Poverty. 

- „The death of class” thesis and its refutation. 
- Social class and psychological functioning. Social class and elaborated and restricted codes. Alienation and anomie
- Socio-occupational differentiation. Occupational prestige. Classifications and scales of occupations
- Social mobility. Peter M. Blau and Otis D. Duncan model. Status attainment and its determinants. Men and women in the process of social mobility. Sponsored mobility
- The affluent worker. Relative deprivation
- Dynamics of intergenerational transmission of poverty
- Gender differences at work. Gender discrimination and its measurement. Gender gap in earnings
- Dual labor market: Theory and implications

- Social capital. The strength of weak ties. Social circles. 
- Lifestyles and consumption patterns. Conspicuous consumption. Leisure class
- Feminism and women’s movements: Implication for sociological studies.
- Political parties and elections. Concept of parliamentary representation. Political accountability. Power legitimacy
- Democracy. Democracy and liberalism. Democracy and bureaucracy. Elites and democracy
- Conflict. Harmful effects of conflict. Disfunctions of conflict. Useful functions of conflict.

- Education in the social inequality system. De-schooling society. Meritocracy. 
- Religion as a sociological subject..  
- Post-industrial society. Concepts of modernity and postmodernity

- Values. General and specific values. Means values, ends values, and ultimate values. Values conflict with one another

NOTE. In the suggested topics the following concepts were used in their meaning as proposed by the original authors:  Affluent worker - Goldthorpe, Lockwood , Alienation - Hegel, Marx, Anomie – Durkheim, later Merton, Anticipatory socialization – Merton, Conspicuous consumption – Veblen, Cultural lag – Ogburn, Cultural reproduction – Bourdieu, Differential worker – Lockwood, Deschooling society – Illich, Dysfunction – Merton, Elaborated and restricted codes – Bernstein, Emergent property – Parsons, Ideal type – Weber, Leisure class - Veblen, Meritocracy – Young, Post industrial society – Bell,  Relative deprivation - Stouffer, later Merton, Role distance – Goffman, Social circle – Znaniecki, Social distance – Bogardus, Sociometry – Moreno, Sponsored mobility – Turner, Status inconsistency- Lenski, Strength of weak ties – Granovetter, Verstehen -Max Weber, Total institution – Goffman, 
